INSTRUCTIONS:

· Permission is granted to freely adapt these materials for local use.

· Copy double-sided on 8 ½ x 11” paper.  Fold in half.

· [image: image1.wmf] 

A handbell or other suitable bell is required for this service. The ringing of the bell is marked with an icon.

· Be sure to change the header. See example below…

Before…

[PUT YOUR TOWN OR CITY NAME HERE] August 6, 2005
After…
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
August 6, 2005
· Likewise,  if the following elements are used, by sure to type in persons’ names.

[ NAME tells us about the bell.]

[ NAME reminds us why we are here.]
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[PUT YOUR TOWN OR CITY NAME HERE] 
August 6, 2005
A Community Gathering
Remembering August 6, 1945

Hiroshima, Japan
The Bell of Mindfulness
Listen, listen, this wonderful sound 
brings me back to my true self.

Listen, listen, this wonderful sound 
brings the world back to its true self.
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[ NAME tells us about the bell.]
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[ NAME reminds us why we are here.]
 A Moment of Silence  

*Litany of Remembrance
Leader:
We remember, lest we forget, the fateful days 60 years ago, when our nation destroyed two cities and annihilated over 270,000 living human beings.

All:
Would that today we knew the things that make for peace.

Leader:
We remember, lest we forget, the terrible destructive power and violence latent within us and our willingness to unleash them in the world;

All:
Would that today we knew the things that make for peace. 

Leader:
We remember, lest we forget, the cost to all life because of our commitment to death;

All:
Would that today we knew the things that make for peace.

Leader:
We remember, lest we forget, that we see “peace” while preparing for war, certain that once our “enemies” are vanquished, our future will be secure;

All:
Would that today we knew the things that make for peace.

Leader:
We remember, lest we forget, that to seek peace we must love our enemies, we must work for justice, we must build bridges of understanding, we must do unto others as we would have them do unto us.

All:
Would that today we knew the things that make for peace so that truly peace may prevail on earth, among all people everywhere.  

An Invitation to Share
For our community, nation and world 

Words

Prayers

Silence 

*Song

“Let There Be Peace On Earth”
Let there be peace on earth

And let it begin with me.

Let there be peace on earth

The peace that was meant to be.

With god our creator,

Children all are we.

Let us walk with each other

In perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me,

Let this be the moment now.

With every step i take

Let this be by solemn vow;

To take each moment and live

 each moment in peace eternally.

Let there peace on earth

And let it begin with me.

Unison Prayer 

St. Francis of Assisi
Lord, make me an  instrument of your peace!

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

And where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may not 

So much seek to be consoled, as to console;

To be understood, as to understand;

To be loved, as to love;

For it is in giving that we receive;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

And it is in dying that we are born 

 to eternal life.
*Benediction

With arms interlocked, hear these good words:

We have this promise;

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;

Righteousness and peace will kiss each other.

Let us be faithful in holding on to this promise.

Let us go forth revived in our hope, 

Rejoicing in the Lord of the universe.
Thank you for being here to remember what happened 60 years ago today. We give thanks to you who stand for peace and work for understanding.

You are welcome to stay awhile to meet and share these moments with one another.
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