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INSTRUCTIONS:

· Permission is granted to freely adapt these materials for local use.

An Order of Service for Peace and Justice
To Remember 60 Years Since the End of World War II



Prelude
Introduction and Welcome
Invocation
Reader:
What does the lord require of you but to act justly and to love tenderly and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8)
Opening Prayer
God of history, we gather now to remember the past, to be challenged in the present and to seek hope for the future. As we come into your presence, may the movement of your Spirit open our minds set our hearts on fire and empower our lives through the grace of Jesus Christ. AMEN.

Song
Come Now, O Prince of Peace
Reading
Micah 4:3-5
Litany of Penitence
Leader:
God calls us to be instrument of justice and love, living together in Christ’s peace. But by our actions and by our inaction, by our participation in the systems that contain us and by out individual failings, often we become agents of violence and destruction. As we keep silence together, let us ask God’s Spirit to reveal our sin and to bring us to repentance. 

(A minute of silence is kept.)
Let us together confess our sin and seek forgiveness.
All:
We confess our idolatry
Voice 1:
We have put our faith in economic strength and ignored God’s command to us to share justly with our neighbors.
Voice 2:
We have based our security in on military power and forgotten that God calls us to build a community of trust and love.
Voice 3:
We have obeyed political authority, but refused to acknowledge the Wisdom of God.
All:
God, have mercy on us.
(pause)
All:
We confess our indifference.
Voice 1:
We forget our peoples’ histories and deny our responsibility.
Voice 2:
We do not allow our complacency to be disturbed by poverty, violence and injustice.
Voice 3:
We don’t care that we are poisoning our planet with pollution and waste.
All:
God, have mercy on us.
(pause)
All:
We confess our ignorance.
Voice 1:
We refuse to listen to anything that challenges our own view of reality.
Voice 2:
We shut out the richness of culture other than our own.
Voice 3:
We rely on the media to tell us what to think.
All:
God, have mercy on us.
(pause)
All:
We confess our silence.
Voice 1:
In the face of numbing complexities, often we choose to say nothing.
Voice 2:
Out of fear, confusion, and guilt we hold back from committing ourselves.
Voice 3:
Because of our silence, evil has continued unopposed.
All:
God, have mercy on us.
(pause)
All:
We confess our evasion.
Voice 1:
We deny that the seeds of violence, hatred, and bitterness are in each of us.
Voice 2:
We blame other people or systems, without questioning ourselves.
Voice 3:
We fail to confront the world’s evils because we refuse to confront our own hearts.
All:
God, have mercy on us.
(long pause)
All:
God, we confess our faults to you, our judge and our redeemer. We seek your grace and mercy that we may turn from our sins, knowing your forgiveness and forgiving others, and work with you and with our neighbors for the healing and wholeness of all creation. AMEN.
Reading
Ephesians 2:14-18
Passing the Peace
Leader:
The peace of Christ be with us always.
All:
Amen.
Leader:
Let us offer each other a sign of peace.
(All bow, shake hands or offer other sign of peace to those around them.)
Song
"Kirisuto no Heiwa" (The Peace of Christ)
Message/drama/dance/other
Litany of Commitment
Leader:
Moses said to the people: "I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse; therefore choose life, that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord God, obeying god's voice, and cleaving to God."
All:
In this world
we have the power to choose. 
God asks us 
to walk the path 
of peace, joy and freedom;
to choose life, not death.
M:
We choose to work for the healing
of our broken world
W:
We choose to forgive our enemies
even as we struggle against them
M:
We choose to take responsibility
for our own and our peoples' histories
W:
We choose to make amends
where we have been at fault
M:
We choose to treat all people
with equal respect and dignity
W:
We choose to stand firm
against all forms of discrimination
M:
We choose to cry out
against exploitation
W:
We choose to listen to
the voice of the humble
M:
We choose to renounce
all forms of violence
W:
We choose to seek peace
in peaceful ways
M:
We choose to care for the earth
and all living creatures
W:
We choose to live simply
using only what we need
All:
We choose to love and serve
God and our neighbor
as Jesus loved and served
through his death and resurrection.
In the Spirit's power
we choose life
today, tomorrow and forever.
AMEN
Song:
"Hope for the Children"
Offering
Prayers of Intercession
(Prayers should be offered here for areas of concern around the world; for those suffering from discrimination, oppression and injustice; for the victims of all wars, especially the "comfort women" and the victims of atomic bombings; and any other prayers felt appropriate. Between intercessions, "Lord, hear our prayer" or other appropriate response could be said.)
Lord's Prayer
Benediction
Leader:
Touch your head, and say:
"Bless my mind, that I may understand the world around me
All:
Bless my mind, that I may understand
God's will for me and the world around me
Leader:
Touch some part of your body, and say:
"Bless my body, that I may labor
to bring about God's reign"
All:
Bless my body that I may labor
to bring about God's reign
Leader:
Touch your heart, and say:
"Bless my heart, that filled with love and courage
I may joyfully seek God's will"
All:
Bless my heart, that filled with love and courage
I may joyfully seek God's will
Leader:
Today, tomorrow and always
may the God of history
and of eternity
remain in us,
and we in God.
All:
Amen.
Postlude
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