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Nashville, TN—The General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA) and the General Board of Church and Society (GBCS) jointly announced today their intention to continue to work cooperatively toward the resolution of concerns related to the 2004 audit report of the GBCS and, in particular, issues surrounding the use of income from the United Methodist Building Endowment Fund.

Sandra Lackore, general secretary and treasurer of the GCFA, stated, “KPMG, auditor for all general boards and agencies receiving general church funds, has not rejected the 2004 audit for the General Board of Church and Society as implied in recent news items. We are working closely with GBCS in addressing concerns raised by recent misleading public statements.”

The general secretary of the GBCS, Jim Winkler, remarked, “GBCS and GCFA have a very good working relationship. The misunderstanding surrounding the status of the 2004 audit will not deter us from working together. GBCS is committed to resolving concerns surrounding the United Methodist Building Endowment.”

Lackore and Winkler agreed that the action of the GBCS trustees to seek a declaratory decision from the Superior Court of the District of Columbia on the issue of the use of funds from its Building Endowment Fund and Trust should alleviate any remaining concerns. Both agencies expressed commitment to focus time and resources on the mission and ministry of the Church rather than on an administrative matter that is “being addressed appropriately.”

“We will not be distracted from the work God has called us to accomplish, by those who want to divide. We are one Church; one in Christ’s body,” said Winkler.
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