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Summary:  Focusing on two texts (the Sermon on the Mount and Mt 18)
from Year A’s lectionary, we will examine a theology of Restorative Justice, and
introduce participants to cutting edge contemporary practices of peacemaking.
In honor of the 40th anniversary of the assassination of M.L. King, we’ll also
reflect on his nonviolent work for justice.

Syllabus:  (Note : lectionary readings/dates listed after scripture)

Mon Feb 25

• 3:30-7  pm:  Arrival, registration, dinner
• 7-9 pm:  Introductions, learning covenant, housekeeping.   Jesus and Martin

Luther King as Peacemakers: Comparing sacred but contested
narratives.

Tues, Feb 26

• 9-10:20 am:  Preaching the Vision: Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount
• 10:40-noon:  Preaching the Vision: Dr. King’s Riverside Speech of 1967
• 3-5 pm:  Mt 5:21-26 (6th Epiphany; not in ‘08):  Jesus’ midrash on the Torah

of justice
• 7-9 pm:  Mt 5:38-43 (7th Epiphany; not in ‘08):  Nonviolence as love for the

adversary

Wed, Feb 27

• 9-10:20 am:  Mt 6:19-34 (8th Epiphany; not in ’08; Ash Wed, Feb 6):  Mammon
and anxiety

• 10:40-noon:  Dr. King’s last campaign: Solidarity with the least in Memphis
• noon-5:  Sabbath Time (optional hike in area); no-host Happy Hour at Elaine &

Ched’s, 5 pm
• 7-9 pm:   Special Program: “Diverse Practices of Restorative Justice Today”

Thurs, Feb 28

• 9-10:20 am:  Mt 18:1-9:  The least, part I: The vulnerability of potential
victims



• 10:40-noon:  Mt 18:10-14:  The least, part II: The offender as wounded
party

• 3-5 pm:  Mt 18:15-20 (18th SOT, Sept 7) :  Relational and Restorative Justice
• 7-9 pm:  Mt 18:21-35 (19th SOT, Sept 14):  No Future without Forgiveness
• 9 pm - ???:  Optional bonfire at Elaine & Ched’s in celebration of Leap Day Eve

Fri, Feb 29

• 9-10:20 am:  Mt 7:13-27 ( 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Jun 1):  The writing
on the wall: Making sense of the radical gospel vision in our world

• 10:40-noon:  Discussion and evaluation
• Noon:   Lunch and departures
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