The United Methodist Church Addresses Domestic Violence
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Schedule for a One Day Seminar

8:30 a.m. Registration 
9:00 - 9:10 Welcome 
9:10 - 9:20 Greetings (from co-sponsoring bodies*) 
9:20 - 9:45 Worship 
9:45 - 10:45 Bible Study 
10:50 - 11:15 Visual Presentation: "Domestic Violence and the Church"
Develop a power point or other kind of visual presentation that details domestic violence internationally and/or locally, including statistics and narrative
11:15 - Noon Survivor Circle

A panel presentation comprised of persons who have experienced domestic violence in their lives. Questions and answers follow if time permits. 

Noon - 12:45 Lunch 

1 - 1:30 Keynote Address 

Secure someone locally, or if funding exists, nationally to speak 
about the topic of domestic violence and how the church can play a key role in this issue.
1:30 - 2:30 Dialogue with Experts 

This is where experts from your local area can be invaluable. Have panelists share their respective experiences related to domestic violence and how they have addressed this issue locally. Seek out persons who work in law enforcement, batterer programs, domestic violence shelters, or counseling centers. Explore how the church can become a partner with their efforts.
2:30 - 3:45 Making a Difference through Action and Advocacy 

Again, secure local persons who can talk about how to become advocates for action on this issue and make a difference in the community. You might want to invite policy makers at the local level to talk about how local, state and national funding is distributed to support local domestic violence programs and where gaps exist. Directors of domestic violence programs would also serve as a useful voice on this kind of panel.

3:45-4:00 Sending Forth - Closing Prayer of Repentance, Reflection and Commitment 

*Any event is more effective if various partner groups within the annual conference or community can come together for this event. For example, if you’re planning a conference-wide seminar, you might want to partner with United Methodist Women, or United Methodist Men, or the Commission on Status and Role of Women. This may result in increased interest and participation and, therefore, have more people working for change. Also, additional resources, such as money and people, may be generated.
Alternative Schedule

If you want to focus some of the time intentionally on the role of the pastor and how he/she responds to domestic violence, you may want to dedicate the afternoon time for a special session just with clergy. A trainer could be secured either locally or nationally to work with them. The laity could participate in the offerings suggested above.
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