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What are our responsibilities as Christians with regard to social justice
issues?

Some people believe that anything that has a political connotation should
not be a part of our Christian concern, or at least not a part of our Christian
dialogue. What do you think?



Immigration:
A Theological Response

! " 2 % 3 theos, " 2 )
logos, ' ( )¢ Logos ** ' ' /
$ th & ! ! $ 2
2 (4 &) £ & ! ! 2 )

( & " or )5 636784 ( !

I "")5" 6398

! ( 2 %)

— & 11 & & 1 1 1g #
— 1 & 2 1

I 1 # I
& 1 ! & U

$ & 3 &
! #

So how do we theologize, how do we come to decisions about life in our
world, especially when there may not be any specific reference to the issue
in Scripture?

The Wesley Quadrilateral
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Using the Principles of the
Wesleyan Quadrilateral
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Are there any distinctions being made as to race or ethnic background, or
nationality?
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So what do all of these passages say to us about who is important to God?
What do they say about who is important to us?

What does this say to us about how we place borders of separation between
ourselves and others?
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What does this tell us about trying to define who God is and what God does
too narrowly?
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What is it that motivates God into action?
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How do you respond to some of what the Psalmist is thankful for?
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How does being compassionate transform how we see another person?
How does it confront labels like “illegal immigrant?”’
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How do we deal with passages where God calls Israel to wipe out entire
nations, to not let there be intermarriages, and to keep a sense of purity in
their faith and in their culture? (Ezra 10:6-17)

Are these some of the same concerns in today’s discussions? Do you believe
that many people are afraid of simply losing what is familiar and safe as we
see our ethnic and cultural diversity grow in our country?

How do we think of justice today? As you read the following Scriptures, do
today’s definitions of justice seem to fit the biblical understandings of
justice?
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How does the biblical understanding of justice compare with our present
day understandings?

We are a nation of laws, and laws are important. Without them, we would
live in a state of anarchy.

So how do we look at immigration as people who seek to live within the laws
that guide us?

What is the purpose of our laws?

How does the biblical understanding of justice form the discussion about
immigration for us as people of faith?
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What does Psalm 112 say to us about the quality of our character and how it
calls us to act?
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What does this tell us about what the earth will look like when God is fully in
charge?
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What does this say to us about our human conduct as people of
righteousness?
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Can our laws become idols that we follow? Can our laws become the
ultimate power while we lose the ability to understand that they are
expressions of solutions designed by a group of people?

Is this why God’s righteous character remains the bottom line for
understanding our living of life? Is it ultimately God that is the ultimate
authority to living our faith, and does God respond in the most loving way in
each situation?
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TRADITION
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Do you agree with the assessment that many of our social ills and
misunderstandings are a result of a lack of vital Christianity in our society?

If you agree with the first premise, do you then agree that this lack of vital
Christianity is the result of passionless preaching?

What is the role and responsibility of pastors to the church?
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How important is it when we face justice issues that we first have a genuine
sense of our own dignity and worth?

Do you believe that valuing ourselves leads to an ability to more fully value
others and the lives they live?
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Do we? What might it look like if we do?
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Have you ever talked with an illegal immigrant?
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Have you ever visited the Maquiladoras?
Have you ever done a Borderlinks tour?

What are ways you can get to know an immigrant, legal or illegal, and hear
their stories and understand what life is like from their perspective?

Borderlinks Trip Reflection
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What does it mean that American policies and agreements create a lower
standard of living for other people, and that these policies contribute to the
present migration issue?

Is there an issue of ethics in this present scenario?

Is it ethical and moral for one group of people, or one nation to seek a
higher standard of living at the expense of another group of people or
another nation?

If we answer ““No,”” what, then, is our responsibility as Christians?
Seeing the real issue of drugs and gangs right at our border, does this not

lend credence to the belief we must strengthen our borders and prevent
crossings?
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Does the focus on the migrant actually divert our attention from the real
issues of border security and national security? Do our leaders keep our
attention on this issue so we do not question their inaction on such issues as
port security and airport security?
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Do you believe we have lost our moral underpinning as a nation when our
leaders will formulate and embrace policies knowing that they will result in
the deaths of human beings?

What does this show other nations about our national character?

What is our role as the church, when it comes to addressing these policies?
Alex DeToqueville was a French Philosopher who came to this country to
study this incredible experiment called America. After observing us his
comment was, “What makes America great is the fact that America is good.

When America ceases being good, she will cease to be great.”” Are we on a
journey to a loss of greatness? Why or why not?
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Knowing that labels and names have power and shape perceptions of

reality, is it fair to look at migrants and instead of labeling them ““illegal

Immigrants” re-name them ““economic refugees™?

Does the name “economic refugee” paint a more realistic picture of most

migrants?
What connotation does the name “illegal’ illicit?

What connotation does the name ““refugee” illicit?
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What do you believe are the economic impacts of these migrants upon our
economy?

Do you believe we should revisit our policies in light of the fact that many
people simply want to come to our country for limited periods of time to
make enough money to bring a better quality of life to their families?

How do we respond to people who want to know why we create and support
policies that threaten the lives of others?
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Our media and leaders told us that these maps were used as an aid and as
encouragement to get people to migrate, yet we find the maps were created
for just the opposite reasons. Do you think we are at times misled or told
untruths about the migrant issue?

Does it surprise you that the migrants who may have been mislead still
decide to make the trek even after they learn the reality of how dangerous it
Is?

What might this tell us about the desperation of people and what they are
willing to face for even a glimmer of hope?
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Biblically, compassion means to enter into another person’s life so
completely that you understand it from their perspective. Luke 6:36 has
Jesus challenge us ““to be compassionate as God is compassionate”. What
does this tell us about the essential need to seek ““experience’ as we discern
our faith understandings of life as Christians?

How does the issue change or the context of a discussion change when you
move from discussing a nebulous name to dialoguing about a person whose
countenance is full of tears?

How does the discussion become reframed when the person you are talking
about is all of a sudden a child of God who you have experienced a moment
of prayer with in the house of God?
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Myth Fact Source
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Do these statistics cause us to question some of the claims that illegal
Immigrants cost our government and tax payers?

& 1
& "ttt & ! . b= §

Based upon these statistics, what do you think would happen to the Arizona
economy if some politicians get their way and send illegal immigrants back
home?

NAFTA AND THE ROOTS OF MIGRATION:
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Should any of these proposals be adopted?



Resources for Theological Reflection
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FAITH-BASED PRINCIPLES ON
MIGRATION/IMMIGRATION ISSUES
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I. All persons have the right to find opportunities that will allow them to live in

dignity in their homeland.
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I1. Persons have the right to migrate to support themselves and their families if they

are unable to do so in their own countries.
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I11. Those fleeing violence and persecution should be afforded protection.
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IV. The human dignity and human rights of all migrants should be respected.
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V. Family unity among migrant and immigrant families should be protected and
upheld.
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V1. Our traditions call on us to welcome the stranger among us.
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March 18, 2004: Multi-Faith Border Conference, Tucson, AZ
April 19, 2004: Arizona Interfaith Network Convocation on Immigration, Phoenix, AZ

Reverend William W. Dew, Jr., Bishop of the Southwest Annual Conference of the United
Methodist Church; Reverend Michael V. Neils, Bishop of the Grand Canyon Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America; Reverend Cally Rogers-Witte, Southwest
Conference of the United Church of Christ; Rabbi Andrew Straus; Reverend Canon Kirk
S. Smith, Coadjutor-Elect of the Arizona Episcopal Church; Reverend Gerald Kicanas,
Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Tucson; Reverend Thomas Olmsted, Roman
Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Phoenix and Reverend Jan Flaaten, Executive Director
of the Arizona Ecumenical Council.

FAITH-BASED POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
IMMIGRATION REFORM
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1. Current border enforcement strategy is a failed policy that must be re-evaluated.
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2. The status of undocumented persons currently living in the U.S. must be

addressed. — $ " 1 Ct¢""
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3. Family unity and reunification must be the cornerstone of the U.S. immigration
system. ! C $
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4. An employment-focused immigration program must allow workers and their
families to enter the U.S. to live and work in a safe, legal, orderly and humane

manner through recognized ports of entry. % $ =1 " &
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5. Immigration policy must recognize that root causes of migration lie in
environmental, economic, and trade inequities. A.
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March 18, 2004: Multi-Faith Border Conference, Tucson, AZ
April 19, 2004: Arizona Interfaith Network Convocation on Immigration, Phoenix, AZ

How do the previous initiatives harmonize or conflict with current U. S.
immigration policy?

How do the previous initiatives harmonize or conflict with the United
Methodist Church?
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Your Response

What do you suggest?

#

How should the church and each of us respond to the present climate, in the
following categories?

Legal?

Economic?

Human Rights?

Other Categories?
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The Love Resolution
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And whereas:
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Therefore be it resolved:
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CIARE:

Even though this resolution is written for our actions as a Conference, could
the same premises be utilized in the local church as you seek direction for

your own goals?
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Heart of Jesus,
Full of love and compassion,
| want to pray to you
On behalf of my brother and sister migrants.
Have mercy on them and protect them
Because they suffer mistreatment and humiliations.
On their journey, they are seen by the majority as dangerous,
And marginalized for being foreigners.

Grant that we respect them and value their dignity.
Touch with your goodness the hearts of so many that we see pass.
Care for their families until they return to their homes,
Not with a broken heart, but with their hopes fulfilled.
Amen.
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