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Ethnic Young Adult Intern Program
Summer 2010
The Rev. Neal Christie, Assistant General Secretary, GBCS

The Rev. L.A. McCrae, Ethnic Young Adult Coordinator

The United Methodist Building, Room 225

(202) 488-5644 (Office) / (443) 528-5138 (Mobile) / lmccrae@umc-gbcs.org

Office Hours: Tuesday 10:00-3:30, Wednesday 10:00-3:30 and by appointment

Description: Throughout the course of the summer, we will study liberation theology, the role of the United Methodist Church in the lives of ethnic minorities. Also we will discuss issues of restorative justice, and social justice ministries. We will focus on the foundational works of many scholars, theologians, authors, and preachers. 

Objectives:

1. To stimulate the internal, introspective reflective process.

2. To craft by construction and deconstruction, theologies appropriate in our context.

3. To further articulate an understanding of our theological and religious beliefs from the perspective of our Wesleyan heritage.

4. To understand the oppression of marginalized communities.

Requirements

1. Completion of all assigned reading.

2. Participation in Tuesday evening Bible studies, Friday Seminars, and individual mentoring sessions with the Ethnic Young Adult Coordinator. Interns are encouraged to partake in the Wednesday evening Bible studies of local United Methodist churches. 

3. Weekly journaling activities. 

4. Detailed note-sheets from the readings: Identify three quotes that sparked a particular interest, three questions that were raised, and three key learnings — due every Friday at the beginning of seminar. 

5. Three, three-to-five page papers, double-spaced, reflection essays incorporating information learned from reading, reflections, workshops, and intern placements. 

6. Portfolio of work completed in internship and placement. 

7. Completed learning goals. 

8. Co-leadership with the Senior Intern, Ms. Demi Diaz, in the weekly Bible study sessions. 

9. Planning for children’s advocacy and Children’s Sabbath. 

Required Readings

Books

· Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Life Together. (San Francisco: Harper & Row Publishers, Inc., 1954).

To be read in preparation for the summer intern program. This book will be discussed the first week to help guide the process of building covenant. 

· Miller, Donald. Blue Like Jazz. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2003). 

· Romero, Oscar. The Violence of Love. (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1988). 

· Thurman, Howard. Jesus and the Disinherited. (Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 1996).

This book is to be read in preparation for the summer internship. 

Books may be acquired through Amazon.com. Please let the Rev. L.A. McCrae know if you are unable to purchase any of the books in advance. 

Articles and Excerpts

· To be assigned
Interviews

· James Cone, “Jesus and the Lynching Tree.”

Sermons by John Wesley

· The Almost Christian: 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umhistory/wesley/sermons/2/
· Christian Perfection: 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umhistory/wesley/sermons/40/
· The Danger of Riches:

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umhistory/wesley/sermons/87/
· The Rich Man and Lazarus:
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umhistory/wesley/sermons/112/
· The Way to the Kingdom:
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umhistory/wesley/sermons/7/
*Note: GBCS staff will lead/facilitate the Sermons on John Wesley throughout the summer. Please begin reading and making notes on these as soon as possible. Please take note of a particular scripture in one of these sermons as you will be performing this scripture in a biblical-storytelling seminar. The scripture needs to be eight to twelve lines and it is helpful if there is dialogue. Follow the directions of the “literature reviews” for the preparation on sermon discussions. 

Summer Outline

4 June 2010
First journal assignment due: In which ways have I felt God moving in my life? What are my current understandings of The United Methodist Church? What informs my theological understandings?


You may answer these questions in a form of a written response, poem, or other creative forms of 
written 
expression. 

Reading Assignment:
James H. Cone, and Emile M. Townes. 

8 June 2010
Excerpt from Soul Cravings, entries “Cravings” 1-9. 

11 June 2010
Second journal assignment due: What spoke to you in Jesus and the Disinherited? Where do you see God? How can you be an advocate for persons who are marginalized and dispossessed? How do the Social Principles speak to the need for social justice in our denomination?

· Make a collage in response to these questions. 

Reading Assignment:
Voices from the Margins, “Introduction” by R. S Sugirtharajah, “An Asian Feminist Perspective” and “An Indonesian Example: The Miraculous Catch Luke 5.1-11.”


Note: You may compile one sheet for all three readings. 

15 June 2010
Excerpt from Soul Cravings, entries “Cravings” 10-16. 

18 June 2010
Third journal assignment due: What have I learned about the way in which the Bible has been used to oppress, specifically, ethnic minorities? How can I begin to look at the world and scripture differently? What can I offer to my community in terms of biblical interpretation?

· Find magazine articles and pictures that express the oppression and manipulation of minorities. Write a short response about how this makes you feel. 

Reading Assignment:
Oscar Romero, The Violence of Love. 

Theological Reflection One:
How do I understand God in the world? How has spirituality been shaped through my United Methodist ancestors?

22 June 2010
Excerpt from Soul Cravings, entries “Cravings” 17-21.

25 June 2010
Fourth journal assignment due: In what ways do people worship in non-institutional church communities? How have people worshipped and lived in religious communities outside of the institutional church? How have the faith stories and spirituality of my ancestors been shaped?

· Make an annotated bibliography of church communities that are non-institutional in D.C., your hometown, and college town — use the Internet for assistance. 

Reading Assignment: Isasi-Díaz, Ada María articles and article by D.A. Carson on the Emerging Church. 

29 June 2010
Excerpt from Soul Cravings, entries “Destiny” 1-12. 

2 July 2010
Fifth journal assignment due: Have I considered the historical aspects of my marginalization as an ethnic minority in the United States. How can I utilize what was learned to liberate others? What spoke to me in this reading in terms of being transformative in my experiences of teaching others?

· Find videos, YouTube, Myspace, Facebook, etc. that explain the liberation and marginalization of persons. 

Assignment:
James Cone, “Jesus and the Lynching Tree”

Theological Reflection: How do I understand Jesus?

6 July 2010
Excerpt from Soul Cravings, entries “Destiny” 13-25.

9 July 2010
Sixth journal assignment due: How have I viewed Jesus in the past? What and/or who have shaped my conceptions of Jesus? How have I been able to articulate my own beliefs in the sacrifice of Jesus? 

Reading Assignment: Articles by Audre Lorde and bell hooks 

13 July 2010
Excerpt from Soul Cravings, entries “Meaning” 1-14. 

16 July 2010
Seventh journal assignment due: In what other ways are persons marginalized? How can we be advocates for persons who are marginalized, even if we do not agree with them in other areas of life? 

· Compose a “theological soundtrack,” a playlist of at least fifteen (15) songs that speak to your experience. 

Reading Assignment:
Donald Miller, Blue Like Jazz. 

Theological Reflection Three: How do I understand the Holy Spirit and the “Beloved Community”?

20 July 2010
Excerpt from Soul Cravings, entries “Meaning” 15-22 and “Seek.”

23 July 2010
Eighth journal assignment due: How has God spoken to me this summer? How have I grown as a person? As a disciple? As a United Methodist? What has been the most helpful and the most useful?

· Free choice: feel free to create a painting, poem, song, etc. to truly express yourself. 

Reading Assignment: “Chapter Two” from Pedagogy of the Oppressed. 

27 July 2010
Articles from Voices from the Margin: “The Bible, Western Feminsim and Colour Politics” (India), “A Latin American Perspective: The Option for the Poor in the Old Testament” (Nicarague and Brazil), “Returning to China: Biblical Interpretation in Postcolonial Hong Kong” (Hong Kong), “On Developing Liberation Theology in Islam” (India), “A Malawian Example: The Bible and Non-literate Communities” (Malawai). 

Interns are expected to work collaboratively in a collegial relationship to develop individual projects.

Please note:
These requirements may be changed 
by the Rev. Neal Christie, the Rev. L.A. McCrae, and/or Ms. Demi Diaz.
May 30, 2010 – July 31, 2010


Washington, DC 


Sponsored by the Inter-ethnic Strategy Development Group Funded by the Ethnic Local Church Grant


Administered by the General Board of Church and Society �of The United Methodist Church








